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And racked by duty from my cursed heart ?
My father and my first betrothed love
Must fight against my life and present love;
Wherein the change I use condemns my faith,
And makes my deeds infamous through the world.
But as the gods, to end the Trojan's toil,
Prevented Turrais of Lavinia,
And fatally enriched Aeneas5 love,
So, for a final issue to my griefs,
To pacify my country and my love,
Must Tamburlaine by their resistless powers,
With virtue of a gentle victory,
Conclude a league of honour to my hope;
Then, as the powers divine have pre-ordained,
With happy safety of my father's life
Send like defence of fair Arabia.

This is the language of the literary student who turns
naturally to Virgil for an apt parallel in Tumus and
Aeneas, pleasing to those who had also read the Aeneid
but quite inappropriate to the distressed Egyptian damsel.

Marlowe was more successful in writing blank verse
than the others, but even he could not keep a kind of
shuttle rhythm out of his lines. He did not attempt to
write blank verse as in any way representing normal
speech: his aim was to be gorgeous and magnificent, to
write in 'high astounding terms' which suited the style of
Alleyn and his company, who liked 4sound and fury.'

At first Shakespeare admired the current fashions. He
revelled in mere words, their sound, colour and glitter.
He was at his best in comedy and he liked rhyme, for he
often moved more freely within the restraints of rhyme
than in the freer blank verse. Cornedv was still his natural